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In this intimate tale of love and freedom,
in increasingly divided Hungary, a lesbian couple
struggles to create a family through adoption
and tries to define their roles in motherhood.

Synopsis
As Hungary’s political climate becomes increasingly radicalized, Virág, a former green politician,
loses faith in the pretend-to-be democratic parliament of Hungary and retires from politics. She and
her musician partner Nóra decide to adopt a child and focus on building a family together. With a sensitive lens and close access, directors Asia Dér and Sári Haragonics follow the two women through
their long and ultimately successful adoption process to bring home their young daughter.
But tensions begin to rise between the two as Virág thrives in her role as mother and Nóra struggles
to find her place within the family. As the rising tides of right wing propaganda in Hungary begin to
overflow into their family, their lives hit a boiling point and they must face the difficult decision of
whether to leave their country behind.

WOMEN & HOLLYWOOD’S interview with the Directors

How would you describe the film in your own words?
Sári Haragonics: It is a film about motherhood and it provokes the question, what does family mean?
What is the process of finding our roles in our family, and through that, in our life?
Asia Dér: A question that interests me, is what forms the picture of how we see ourselves and what
happens in those moments when we question our identity, like, in the case of Her Mothers, when
becoming a parent, and how Nora and Virag contemplated their identities as new parents with
thoughtful resolve.
What drew you to this story?
We met a Hungarian gay couple in Norway, who moved there with their adopted child. They told us
that most of the rainbow families leave Hungary the moment their adoptions come through because
of the hostile atmosphere. In Hungary rainbow families officially don’t exist, even though there must
be around 700 families like that. When we met Nora and Virag, and learned how strongly and patiently they were working on creating a family together, we immediately knew that we had to tell their
story. We would be extremely happy if the film generated a dialogue about the topic it’s raising.

How do personal and universal themes work in your film?
The topic of Her Mothers is about motherhood and forming a family. This is a very universal theme
anyone can relate to around the world. We decided to focus on the most simple, everyday life moments of this complex situation without highlighting that all of that is happening in a rainbow family.
Because of the 3 years we spent together, with and without the camera, our relationship became
very strong with the protagonists, which allowed us to get as close as possible with our camera. We
believe the audience can feel this connection while watching the film and can get closer to Virag and
Nora themselves.
How have the script and film evolved over the course of their development?
Our original focus was on how Virag and Nora, a same-sex couple could start a family in Hungary and
what their path was. But after we started filming, and Melissa, their daughter arrived into their lives,
we realized that the forming of their family with two mothers and an adopted child in a radicalized
country was something that interested us even more. While editing we realized that the strongest
scenes we had were the ones where Nora honestly let us into her despair struggling with herself and
with the new situation. This led us to the decision to have Nora as the main character and let her
lead the audience along the journey of creating their family.

Director’s biography
ASIA DÉR graduated as a documentary director
from the DOCnomads MA program. Her graduation film was nominated for the best short
film at the Hungarian Film Festival. Currently
she is doing her doctoral studies about how the
relation of the director and the main character
effects the dramaturgy and the psyche in longitudinal documentaries. She is working on her
second feature length documentary, I Haven’t
Died, about a middle aged man, who is aiming
to face his true self after surviving pancreatic cancer. She participated with her films at
ZagrebDox Pro, DOCCIRCLE, and the Docu Rough
Cut Boutique. She is a presidium member of the
Hungarian Documentary Association.

SÁRI HARAGONICS has graduated at the University of Theatre and Film Arts, Budapest with an
MA in documentary film directing. Her graduation film, Coming face to face won the ZOOM-IN
competition at the Verzio International Documentary Festival in 2015. She is now working
on her personal documentary-feature, Don’t
worry, Sári! about the absence of mothers in
her family and how that is affecting their family
dynamics. She has recently started her Doctoral studies researching how participatory video
can affect our social relations – focusing on
underprivileged children and youngsters.
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Selected films

Letters from Mom

Coming face to face

• experimental documentary, 11 mins, 2016.
• Nominated for the best short film at the
Hungarian Filmweek, 2016.
Burdened by the past
• portrait documentary, 60 mins, 2017
• Nominated for the best documentary at the
Hungarian Filmweek, 2017

• short documentary, 36 minutes, 2015
• Main Prize, Verzió International Documentary
Film Festival ZOOM IN competition

Dance Movement Therapy
• short documentary, 24 minutes, 2007

Culture-face
• portrait documentary, 52 minutes, 2004
• Student Prize, Dialektus Film Festival
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